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Social Impact Assessment of the Modern Irrigation Systems Development in the Jiroft Plain
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Extended Abstract:
Purpose:The present study aimed to evaluate the social impacts of modern irrigation system development in the Jiroft Plain. Research Methods:: using a combination of documentary and field methods, along with quantitative and qualitative techniques. Data were collected through questionnaires, and purposive sampling was employed, involving 217 farmers who had adopted modern irrigation systems in the Jiroft Plain. Findings:The findings revealed that the use of modern irrigation systems positively influenced several social indicators, including: increased cooperation among farmers in land and orchard consolidation, reduced tensions and conflicts with partners and neighbors, enhanced collaboration among villagers or farmers to address rural and agricultural issues, increased voluntary activities to assist other villagers, strengthened family ties and social interactions with relatives and neighbors, improved cooperation in the maintenance and repair of modern irrigation systems, greater sharing of agricultural tools and machinery among farmers, the return of villagers for work and activities, reduced rural migration, and stabilization of the rural population. Additionally, behavioral changes were observed among beneficiaries, such as increased agricultural investments and improved knowledge and awareness among farmers and rural residents. Conclusion:Based on the results, it can be concluded that the development of modern irrigation systems in the Jiroft Plain positively impacts social capital indicators, human development indicators, population stability, and the strengthening of national security. Therefore, it is recommended to address barriers to the development of these systems in agriculture and to establish the necessary groundwork for achieving sustainable agricultural development in the region.
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